Decommissioning: The Next Steps

Removal, packaging and
shipping of loose equipment
from all structures on the site
{outlying buildings).

Removal and surveying of 478
PCB contaminated ballasts
and 657 fluorescent tubes

sent out as hazardous waste.

Asbestos sampling and
abatement where necessary.

While vessel segmentation is taking place in the Reactor Facility, NASA is also making preparations for the
planned demolition of the other on-site structures.

THE NEXT STEP: HOT DRY STORAGE

Hot Dry Storage is a 25-foot deep vault, sealed on top
with 6-foot thick concrete slabs. NASAS investigations
reveal that a cart of used control rods and previously
encased beryllium plates stored there since the Reactor
Facility closed, appear to be the source of most of the
radiation dose in the vault. Removal of these and other
loose equipment in Hot Dry Storage is scheduled to
begin in 2004.

Next to the reactor vessel,
Hot Dry Storage has the second
highest levels of radioactivity

{9.000 curies).

With waste contracts finalized, it now appears certain alternate disposal
strategies may be available. NASA is exploring these options and the possible
benefits of removing structures with lesser levels of contamination sooner than
originally planned.
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NASA expects to complete decommissioning by 2007.





